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SMILE... 'Happy' looks good on you!

The Lewiston Council on the Arts presents the annual Lewiston Art Festival 
this weekend. See more details in today’s paper, and fi nd a complete preview 

online at www.wnypapers.com or by clicking this QR code.

THE ’90s RETURN TO LEWISTON:THE ’90s RETURN TO LEWISTON: 
Artpark welcomes Gin Blossoms, Toad the Wet Sprocket, Blues Traveler, BushArtpark welcomes Gin Blossoms, Toad the Wet Sprocket, Blues Traveler, Bush

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor
@joshuamaloni

I’m old enough to re-
member a time when 
teenagers ruled the 
world.

And so are you, since 
that time is now – at 
least as it pertains to 
pop culture and enter-
tainment.

For many a streamer, 
TV show, movie and re-
cord company, the age 
14-24 demographic is 
the largest content mov-
er and most coveted de-
mographic.

This is not a new trend, 
of course, but it is remi-
niscent of another time 
when youths totally and 
radically presided over 
the performing arts.

The 1990s.
Neon’s favorite de-

cade began with “Bev-
erly Hills, 90210,” “The 
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,” 
“Saved by the Bell,” MC 
Hammer and Vanilla Ice; 
jumped to Biggie, Tu-
pac, Nirvana and Pearl 
Jam; and ended with 
“Titanic,” Shania Twain, 
NSYNC and Britney 
Spears.

Musically, it was a time 
– like today – when the 
genre du jour changed 
about as fast as you can 
scroll through YouTube. 
Seattle, grunge, alter-
native, ska, R&B, rap, 
country, pop, boy bands 
– each took a turn domi-
nating the airwaves.

While “TRL” has now 
given way to URL, 
there’s no denying the 

’90s still hold a place 
in our hearts. 

Not only have the se-
ries and stars of that 
era returned to our 
living rooms (or de-
buted on our phones), 
but many of the most 
popular musicians 
have teamed up for 
successful co-headlin-
ing concerts and tour 
dates.

Artpark & Compa-
ny’s season is about 
to feature a string of 
artists that emerged 
in the 1990s, includ-
ing Gin Blossoms, 
Toad the Wet Sprock-
et, Blues Traveler and 
Bush.

Interim President 
Dave Wedekindt said, 
“These bands and 
their smart, catchy yet 
melodic songs, formed 
the soundtrack for 
many people who 
came of age in the late 
’80s and ’90s. They 
were college / indie 
rock at heart, but also 
enjoyed crossover 
success and their 
songs have held up 
well. And in many 
ways, they are now the 
‘classic rock’ of this 
generation, who enjoy 
seeing them in part for 
the nostalgia of their 
younger days.”

So, what can fans ex-
pect from this color-
ful decade and its hit-
making acts?

For Bush lead sing-
er Gavin Rossdale, 
“I hope it means that 

SEE MUSICIANS, on Page 8

Lewiston Art FestivalLewiston Art Festival
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